
 

Chicago Do the Write Thing Judging Criteria for Readers 

Thank you for agreeing to support young people and the Do the Write Thing program by reading and 

scoring student written submissions.  

To participate in this initiative, 6, 7, and 8 grade students are required to submit a piece of writing that 

addresses each of the following three questions: 

● How has violence affected my life?   

● What are the causes of youth violence?   

● What can I do about youth violence?  

Youth violence is broadly defined to include both physical violence as well as verbal violence and 

abuse. The written responses to the above question have typically followed classroom discussions 

about the problem of youth violence and how it affects each student.  

Reader Guidelines: 

Each writing has been given an entry code number. 

You, as a First Round Reader, will be given 12 essays to review. Please score each of the writings 

based on the following criteria. You will enter your scores into the online scoring table (found by 

clicking the small pencil image in the far right column on the Review Essays page of the website)  

The maximum score that each essay can be awarded is 40 (up to 10 points in each of the below four 

categories).  Students will not be shown their scores.  

In reading these submissions, you will be asked to score them using the below criteria and rubric as a 

guide.  Entries are submitted in the form that they are received from the student writer. The writings 

may be an essay, a script, a poem, a short story, or any other writing format the student chooses.  

Grammar and spelling are not to be used for criteria in scoring, nor will they be used in selection for 

student representation at the National recognition ceremony, an annual convening in Washington, 

D.C. that invites the top two student writers from around the nation. 

Additionally, given the prompts that we are asking students to respond to, there may be content that 

causes specific concern. Should you become concerned that a student needs additional support, 

please email reports@cisofchicago.org. Please include your name, the number of the essay that 

you are flagging for additional follow up, and the nature of your concern in your email. 

Appropriate CIS of Chicago staff will review the material and follow up with the school as appropriate.  

If you have any questions about your role as a reader, please reach out to DTWTCH@lw.com   

Thank you for your support! 
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Do the Write Thing – Scoring Rubric 

Below is a set of criteria that will assist while reading the essays. 

Grammar and spelling will not be used as criteria for selection. Entries will be selected on the basis of 

content, originality and responsiveness to the three questions: How has violence affected my life?  

What are the causes of youth violence?  What can I do about youth violence?  

Rating Scale: 

1-3 = Low – No, the student did not meet the criteria; responses were unclear 

4-6 = Medium - Yes, the student met most of the criteria; responses are clear 

7-10 = High – Yes, the student met all the criteria and the responses are very clear 

 

Criteria: 

Relationship to Themes: Did the student answer the questions “How has violence affected my life?”,  

“What are the causes of youth violence?”, “What can I do about youth violence?” 

Originality/Creativity: Is this piece original in the approach? Does the author present their own 

unique voice? Does the piece show the author’s creativity?  

Content: Does the entry provide meaningful analysis on the topic of youth violence? Is the analysis 

well thought out? Does the author make their own point clear? Does the author demonstrate mature 

thinking? 

Emotional Impact: How well does the author strike an emotional chord in the writing? Does the 

author use vivid descriptions and imagery to help create an emotional connection?  

 

           


